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and led them to the charge. The enemy was repulsed;
the girl commander was carried off the field severely
wounded.

When the last shots ceased, women flung themselves
with similar enthusiasm into the task of building socialism.
They crowded into factories; forcing themselves where
necessary, and with the entire concurrence of the authorities,
into every branch of skilled industry.

Into unskilled or less skilled factory life women had
entered in considerable numbers prior to the Revolution^
forced by economic necessity, as in other capitalist countries,
for female labour was cheap, and women, drilled by the
discipline of the home, worked more steadily than men,
and were regarded as more docile and tractable.

All who obstructed the new order in the Soviet Union
were swept aside. Old-fashioned managers and tech-
nicians who affirmed that women lacked the capacity for
skilled technical work were soon compelled to change
their view.

In 1928, for example, the Leningrad Tractor Works
were short of hands. Women instead of men were sent to
them by the Labour Exchange. The management were
indignant: "A woman could not turn a shaft or cut a cog-
wheel." The Labour Exchange., however, insisted that
the women must stay, and the factory admitted them.
They were unskilled and the situation was critical. But
they had grit. They learned their tasks. They formed a
brigade and entered into a " bench competition " with the
men. With care and conscientious work, with elimination
of all waste, with no absences and no late arrivals, they
succeeded, and at length surpassed the men. The foreman
was bound to say at the end of the contest: " I have no
complaint to make either of the quantity or quality of the
women's work . . . the women stick deliberately to their
work and are very careful with the plant."

The individual efficiency of women workers improved
rapidly. We might have expected it. For in 1937, 41
per cent, of the total number of students in the workers'
faculties were women. There are nearly 100,000 women
engineers and technicians working today in Soviet industry-